
SAMPLE MATERIAL FOR SECONDARY 2 ENGLISH

1. Reading and Understanding the Passage

A thorough reading of the passage is integral to writing a proper summary. All too 

often, the students scan the passage hurriedly and haphazardly to locate the paragraphs 

where the answers are located. The ___________________ of the entire passage is 

necessary, especially the paragraphs which have been highlighted in the summary 

question.

The summary question would detail where the answer should be; for example, from 

the second paragraph till the end of the passage. The paragraphs should be read 

thoroughly so that relevant points can be added in the summary answer. The minor details 

should never be left out but should be minimised to a two-word or three-word phrase which

___________________ their intention. In most cases, students tend to eliminate the minor

details, which would have been a necessary part of the required answer. The intention of 

eliminating words to shrink the answer down to the required 80 words becomes a wasted 

effort. The answer is slipshod and lacking in details, which leads to a poor grade.

The reading and understanding of the passage should show careful attention to the 

main point in each paragraph. Every paragraph has at least one main point. Coupled with 

this is the author's intention. It is important to know the difference between each paragraph

in terms of the main points. For example, the student should know how the author is 

proceeding in terms of the ___________________ and projection of the outcome.

A thorough understanding should yield a good overall view of the entire passage. 

Attention must be focused on ________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
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2. Locating the Main Points

After reading and understanding the passage, the next step is to make notes of the 

main points of each paragraph.

Selection Process

The selection process refers to the points which are required for the summary 

answer. The main question here is which points to select and which to leave out. If the 

summary question states that the answer should be from the 2nd paragraph till the 6th 

paragraph, it does not mean that ___________________ in between has to be selected 

though sometimes it may be almost all of it. The main idea here is to ascertain which 

points seem to be the main ones and which ones are the secondary points. The main point

is also the crux of the paragraph. When the main points are selected, ________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

How the Selected Points Fit Into the Answer

The selection of points usually covers most of the passage. Usually, the task will be 

to separate the main points from the secondary points. The secondary points will 

___________________ to the understanding of the main points. In some cases, the 

secondary points tail off from the main points and assist in further explaining the matter.

How to Locate the Points

___________________ the correct points is very important. Just as important would

be to know the main point from the minor points.
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3. Identifying the Main Points and Secondary Points
Identify the main points and the secondary points from each paragraph in the columns 
below.

Identify the main points and the
secondary points from each

paragraph

1 The willow trees whistled in the evening breeze in 
Matsuma's garden. She was on her solitary walk on 
the grounds. The air seemed different to Matsuma 
today. The willows pressed themselves against one 
another in the breeze as they swayed elegantly. 
There seemed to be a conspiratorial air as they 
hushed themselves up before she could fathom 
anything. Her head had been pounding all week as 
the young teenagers next door had been busy with 
their summer activities. The heavy beats of rap 
music were enough to set her pulse racing. Once, 
the throbbing had persisted all night and she had 
awoken the following morning with a massive ache 
in her temples as though someone had clubbed her.

Main points:
✔ Matsuma's solitary 

walk
✔ her head had been 

pounding all week as 
the teenagers next door 
had been busy with 
summer activities.

Secondary points:
✔ the willow trees whistled

and swayed gently.
✔ There was a 

conspiratorial air about 
them which she could 
not fathom.

✔ The heavy beats of rap 
music set her pulse 
racing.

✔ The throbbing had 
persisted all night.

✔ There was an ache in 
her temples as if 
someone had clubbed 
her.
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2 It had been a most trying week and she sat up on 
bed that night with a sense of utmost dismay at the 
thought of yet another daunting day facing her. 
Matsuma had been schooled in Zen Buddhism and 
had learnt the works of the venerable ones well. She
had developed a taste for the classics when she 
was only five and her grandfather's books had been 
well-perused. She had been enthralled to find that 
the words in the texts had given her a strange sense
of peace.

Main points:
✔ It had been a trying 

week.
✔ Matsuma had been 

schooled in Zen 
Buddhism and learnt
the works of the 
venerable ones well.

Secondary points:
✔ She sat up in bed in 

dismay at the 
thought of another 
daunting day.

✔ She had been 
enthralled to find 
that the words gave 
her peace.
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3 Matsuma had attended school just like the other 
children in the village but she had excelled in the 
arts. Due to her voracious reading at a young age, 
her vocabulary had expanded considerably and she 
had found literature and languages a breeze. She 
had sailed through them with the aplomb of one who
had been born with a natural gift and had derived a 
taste for more austere matters rather than the 
frivolous, frothy themes preferred by her peers.

Main points:
✔ Matsuma had attended 

school.
✔ She had excelled in the 

arts.

Secondary points:
✔ Due to her voracious 

reading at a young 
age, her vocabulary had
expanded.

✔ She had found 
literature and 
languages a breeze.

✔ She had sailed through 
them as if she had been 
born with a natural 
gift for it.

✔ She had a taste for 
more austere matters 
rather than frivolous 
themes preferred by her 
peers.
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4 Her teachers had found that she had been unusually
intelligent and her headmistress, Miss Zugani, had 
discovered that she had a photographic memory as 
well. Matsuma's dysfunctional family had only 
served to propel her into striving for the very best 
and to please her elders as much as she could. 
Though she had initially sought to earn praises from 
her elders and teachers, her knowledge had 
increased with such astonishing speed and 
regularity that Matsuma had found herself being 
fairly bookish and bored by the age of 15. She had 
been out of sync with her own peers and she often 
found it better to listen to them than to converse. 
The knowledge that she had acquired through self-
study of tomes meant that she was far ahead of 
them with her philosophies, logic and views about 
life.

Main points:
✔ Her teachers and 

headmistress had 
found her intelligent 
with a photographic 
memory.

✔ Matsuma's 
dysfunctional family 
had propelled her to 
strive for the best and to
please her elders.

Secondary points:
✔ She had initially 

sought to earn praises 
from her elders.

✔ Her knowledge had 
increased with such 
speed that she found 
herself bookish and 
bored by 15.

✔ She had been out of 
sync with her own peers
and found it better to 
listen than to converse.

✔ The knowledge she had 
acquired through self-
study of tomes meant 
she was ahead in 
philosophies, logic and 
views about life.
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5 The usual social life of teenagers at that time had 
not appealed to her and she had found herself 
shirking from invitations as they made her feel out of
her element. Matsuma gradually progressed to the 
stage where she was almost semi-reclusive and it 
was then that she found that a monastic life devoid 
of having to mingle with societal demands and only 
dwelling with prayer and self-study was what she 
had been looking for. She had graduated from being
a novice nun to a senior nun and had finally earned 
herself the privilege of living in a comfortable 
cottage with a school of nuns to oversee. It was only
when the plot of land next to hers had been bought 
over by a private businessman that she found her 
peaceful way of life being shattered. 

Main points
✔ The usual social life of 

teenagers had not 
appealed to her.

✔ Matsuma had 
progressed to a semi-
reclusive way of life.

Secondary points
✔ She had found herself 

shirking from 
invitations which had 
made her feel out of her 
element.

✔ She had found that a 
monastic life filled 
with prayer and self-
study and devoid of 
societal demands was 
what she had been 
looking for.

✔ She had graduated 
from being a novice to a
senior nun.

✔ She had earned herself 
the privilege of living 
in a comfortable cottage
with a school of nuns to
oversee.

✔ When the plot of land 
next to hers had been 
bought by a private 
businessman, her 
peaceful way of life was
shattered.
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