
SAMPLE MATERIAL FOR PRIMARY 5 ENGLISH

1. Creative Writing
Creativity is essential for turning something simple and dull into something that is...

C                              for your readers and is able to

R                              their interest from the start by

E                              them with your choice of diction.

A                              vocabulary plays a big part in

T                              your readers and

I                              your creation to make it

V                              and

E                              for that special impact!

In composition, words play an important role in making or breaking your creation.

Having a powerful imagination and strong plot will all go to waste if your words fail to 
capture your readers.

Today, we will go through some methods for you to be able to captivate, rouse, 
enchant, attract and tempt your readers by intensifying your writing to make it more 
vivid and giving it the edge it requires.

SO, HOW DO WE DO ALL THAT?
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By using CREATIVE PHRASES, of course!
Let us brainstorm the words or phrases that can be used to describe...
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LIGHTNING AND STORM

THE WIND AND RAIN

THE MOON AND OTHERS

THE WEATHER

SUNNY, SUNRISE AND SUNSET THE SKY AND CLOUDS



2. Comprehension Open-Ended
Read the passage below carefully. Answer the questions that follow.

1

2

3

4

5

The bottom rocks were so sharp so Shelley always swam in as close as 
possible to the shoreline. She was about to put her feet down when it 
happened. Something massive gripped her right arm. With breath-taking 
speed and power, it wrenched her into a somersault. Her head went down, 
hair dragging in the mud. She came upright again but the predator dragged 
her down and spun her round once more. Her arm was being torn apart at the 
elbow. The agony was beyond description.

Though shocked, her mind continued to reason. A hippo, she knew instantly, 
would attack like a butcher, hacking with its mighty jaws. Only one sort of 
beast mangled and drowned its prey like this. A crocodile has got me! 
Shelley's head broke the surface. Filling her lungs, she let loose a piercing 
scream for help.

Making bread in the hut behind Shelley's house, her cook, Paolo, paused. On 
the second scream, gardener Pedro instantly realised what must have 
happened. “Mme's been grabbed!” he yelled to Paolo. Both men hurtled down 
the hill towards the lake.

Gasping with shock, Shelley realised the jaws clamped over her forearm had 
released their grip. Her feet found the bottom and she began to stand up. 
Frantic, she scanned the lake's ruffled surface. There was no sign of the 
crocodile. Is it over so soon? Then, a commotion came behind her and a 
leathery tail scythed across the surface, slapping her across the shoulders. 
Shelley catapulted as if hit by a truck and slumped to her knees, the water 
up to her neck.

In an instant, the crocodile's massive jaws clenched her from behind. The 
strength and ferocity of the attack was terrifying. Shelley felt herself being
dragged backwards into deep water. Her survival instinct kicked in. Still on 
her knees, she dug her feet hard into the mud and resisted with all her 
might. The crocodile shook her from side to side like a bunch of seaweed. 
Again, for no apparent reason, the crocodile let her go.
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6

7

8

9

10

Shelley staggered towards the shallow water but something to her left 
caught her eye. The crocodile had surfaced and was coming straight towards 
her. With her left hand, Shelley beat at the rough, scaly hide of its snout, 
trying to fend it off. She saw its teeth, brown and wicked. In a flash, so quick
that she did not even see its mouth open, the crocodile snatched her entire 
arm and tried to pull her under again.

Running out of the acacia trees, Paolo and Pedro saw the huge tail churning 
the surface; the crocodile was twice Shelley's size. They watched in horror 
as she tried to ward off the creature with her other arm but only a stump 
came out of the water.

Pedro snatched two stones at the water's edge and waded towards Shelley, 
Paolo following. Both had hunted lizards with stones since they were boys and
could throw with deadly speed and accuracy. Using an old trick to rescue 
small animals, Pedro threw one stone each side of where he thought the 
crocodile must be. It worked. The crocodile stopped thrashing.

There was complete silence and calm. “Where's the croc, Mme?” shouted 
Paolo. “It's got me,” Shelley gasped.

Paolo threw a stone hard at where the crocodile was. Suddenly, it spat out 
the arm. The two men lifted her by the armpits and carried her ashore, 
exhausted. “I need to lie down,” Shelley whispered.

Adapted from 'Too Tough to Die'
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1. Which word in paragraph 1 tells you that the crocodile was described as the 
hunter? 

2. Choose the words from paragraph 2 which have the opposite meanings to the 
words below.

stopped continued

gradually instantly

emptying filling

3. Write 1, 2 and 3 in the spaces below to indicate the order in which the events 
had occurred in the story.

Shelley swam in the lake. 1
Shelley was carried out of the lake. 3

Pedro and Paulo ran towards the lake. 2

4. How does Shelley describe the main difference between how a hippo and a 
crocodile attacks its prey?

ANIMAL HOW IT ATTACKS

hippo
attacks like a butcher, hacking the prey with

its mighty jaws

crocodile would mangle and drown its prey
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5. With reference to the phrase in paragraph 4, what does the writer mean when 
she says that the slap from the crocodile is similar to being 'hit by a truck'?

                                                                                                                                  

                                                                                                                                  

6. In paragraph 5, what was the simile used to describe Shelley when the 
crocodile had clenched her in its massive jaws?

                                                                           

7. Which part of the crocodile did Shelley try to hit in order to defend herself?

                                                                                                                                  

                                                                                                                                  

8. State whether each of the statements in the table below is 'TRUE' or 
'FALSE', then give one reason why you think so.

STATEMENT TRUE/FALSE REASON

In paragraph 6, Shelley
lacked resilience when she

was attacked by the
crocodile.

FALSE Shelley attacked the
crocodile.

In paragraph 8, Pablo and
Pedro were resourceful in

helping Shelley
TRUE

Pedro snatched two stones
at the water's edge and
waded towards Shelley,

Paolo following.
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9. In paragraph 8, what were the two qualities of their throw that allowed Paolo 
and Pedro to hit the crocodile.

 and 

10. Describe how Paolo and Pedro felt in their encounters with the crocodile and 
Shelley. Give a reason to support the emotions stated.

EMOTION REASON

In paragraph 7,
when they saw the

crocodile
Horrified

Pablo and Pedro watched
in horror as Shelley tried
to ward off the creature.

In the last
paragraph when

they carried
Shelley ashore

Tired

They were tired from
having to fight off the

crocodile and carry
Shelley ashore.
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